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Advertiſement to the Reader. 


\JOT a Fondneſs to appear in Print, or Deſire of Be- 


ing more than neceſſarily known to the Public, induced 
_ the Author of the following Letters to engage in the De- 
fence of a Subject, allowed to be of the laſt Importance 19 
the preſent and future Welfare of Menkind, No ſuch 


airy. Motives. as theſe were likely to bias a Mind ſo long 


accuſtomed to the unenvied Pleaſures of a a folitary Life, : 
as he has. hitherto made his Choice: But the weighticr 


_ Conſideration of the preſent meloncholy State of Ch; 15 8501 


ity, and open Triumpis of Tifiaeitty, determined him 
(the in o Menner auite unexpoiieg ot firſt} to frond fore” 


as alitile David agcinjs, che great Goliah, 


he Gentlemen enꝛaged in the Conttrans erſy, avout a * Book 


— 


which neither of them, perhaps, had ever ſeen, quickly 


loofing Sight of the Olfect of Contention, and falling upon 


each other with a Warmth and Acrimony, not leſs di 
pleaſing to tre Public, than Inet, r to the Dignity of 


_ their Chareers, gave Occaſicu to the firſt of theſe Let- 
ters, and was all 55 was then intended to be made pub- 


lic: But the Author, ding Pimſelf afterwards 74 a 


Manner almoſt involuntarily led lo open the Sales till 
Further, ventured to communicate the Remainder in ſuch 
Portions as ſucceſſivels aroſe in his Mind, thro the ſame 


Channel of a Je!y Net ws- Paper; to which a conſtder- 
able Addition is fte made, and dl be W of ſom 
Perſons, the I hole collected and publiſhed together iu tt. 
| Tampblet. 


20 Mr. Harw 8 N EW ; Tranſlation of the New Teſtament. 


* 


Many of the T, 3 here ſuxpeſted, wil, andiabr. 
cdly, appear new and uncommon to the Generality of Rea- 
* ders, and the Author will have no Right to complain of 
=: | any one, if, after a ſerious Conſideration of their Utility, 
— be ſhould think proper to reje them; in that Caſe, how- 
| 5 ever, it will not be unreaſonable to expect from bim a | 
more rational Way than be finds here, of conſidering the 7 
myſterious Points of the Chriftian Faith, which have 
hitherto been the great Stumbling-Block, in the Way of the 
Objectors to Revelation, and more likely to put an End to. 
| that Confuſion of Opinions which has for ſo many Ages, 
down to the preſent Time, deftroyed all Harmony, Unani- 
 mity, and Brotherly Love, amongſt the ſeveral Sorts of 
Morſbippers of one and the ſame GOD; as well as more 
effeually to alarm, and diſpoſe, the thoughtleſs Sinner 
10 an earneſt ſeeking after his heavenly Kingdom, before 
_ the fleeting en of 4 this . . Lenne 1 


75 bim for er ever! 


| 7 he Na will, it is 1 kindy overlook what- _ 
ever Faults and Imperfefions he meets with in going 
along, either with Reſpect to Grammar, Stile, or Ar- 
van ement of Thought, in One cobo is not by Profeſſion a 
Writer, nor claims any otber Merit than the Purity of 
bis Intentions, to further the Good of others, may be al 
lowed to entitle him to; and who will heartily rejoice, 


ſhould any one — to be e * bis 8 Ex. | 


deavours. 
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LETTER I. 


Bals Tor, Sept: 21, 1765. 


oy d N K 000 the late Altercations in the 


* weekly Papers of this City, between the 
8 - Opponents of the celebrated Mr. Hπ¹¹. 


: & EP N and his Friends, I could not help thinking 
| their Manner of proceeding very much like that of 
two Neighbours, whoſe Houſes being both on Fire, 
inſtead of running for Water, fall out about the Man- 
ner in which they ought to think, and ſpeak, about 


extinguiſhing " HE 


Ir Mr. H bas ſtudied Greek a great Number 8 
of Years to qualify himſelf for publiſhing to the 


World ſuch a Tranſlation of the New TESTAutxr, 


as ſome report, has a Tendency to ſubvert the tunda- 
mental Articles of the Chriſtian Faith; and, diſpleaſ- 
ed with the ancient Simplicity of the Golpel, intends 


to make it ſhine forth in all the Splendor of modern 


Oratory: What is that more to me, chan if he had 


only propoſed a Deſign of ſtanding upon his Head, 


who am already ſuiciently convinced, that the only 


uſeful Way of ſtanding is upon the Feet? 


Tus World has been, almoſt theſe Seventeen Hun- 


tied Years, vexing and deſtroying one another, about 


determining what thould, or ſhould not be believed 1 n 


of 


66 


: Natters of Religi jon; and are ſtill ſo far from being 


able to ſettle ven Point, that Opinions and Diviſions 


| continue to multiply amongſt them, almoſt without 
Number. To what can all this be owing? Muſt it 
be ſuppoſed, That Divine Wiſdom has cauſed ſuch a a 


Book of Inſtruction to be written for the Uſe of 


Mankind, as is full of nothing but Contradictions ? 
Or ought we not rather to ſuſpect, we have miſtaken 
the whole Nature of that Book, by miſtaking the 
whole Nature of ourſelves ? That this may poſſibly 
be the Caſe with a great Number, as well Chriſtians 


as Deiſts, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew by the few fol- 


lowing Reflections, drawn from the Conſideration of 


| the Nature of Gop, and his Providence over his 
5 Creature Man. 


"Tae Deity has but one e Nature, and as is Lan. 


could any Thing contrary exiſt in Him, he would 
not be perfect. He therefore, from Eternity to Eter- 
nity, can will nothing elſe, but what is agreeable to 
| his only Nature—Love.- 
that he has given Being to, 100 long as it remains in 
its firſt created State of Exiſtence, can ever be ſenſ1- e 
5 ble of any Defect in its Happineſs. . 


Nothing, therefore, 5 


To view Man in his preſent State of Nature, what 5 


al do we ſee in him, but a Variety of jarring wag. 


ſions, alternately diſturbing his Repoſe and miſtaken _ 


in his Notions of Happineſs, meeting with nothing 
by the Purſuit of it, but continual Diſappointment. 


To be ſenſible of his Miſery, and Diſtance from 


real Happineſs, is the cleareſt of all Proofs, that he 


cannot have, now, the ſame Manner of Being, he 


muſt have had in his firſt created State of Fats 
ence. Therefore, Man is fallen. 8 


the unhappy Change began in our rſt Parent Adam; 
i who, bound by the immutable Law of Nature, of 
like always producing its like, could not communi- 


Moſes tells us, 


eate to his Poſterity any other Nature than was in Fx 
Mumſelf, e Sin! N 


T35 


Tur ſame infinite Love, that willed Man at rſt 


into a State of happy Exiſtence, wills nothing elſe, 
nor can will any Thing elſe now, but his Reſtoration; 


and has, therefore, eſtabliſhed the Means neceſſary to ; 


obtain that End. Nothing can defeat his graci- 


' ous Purpoſe, but the Obſtinacy. of the Creature chooſ- 


ing, and willing, to continue in his fallen State. 


Tur body being material, its Diſorders are reme- 
died by the Uſe of material Medicines, operating in 
it, in a Manner quite independent of any Notions we 
are able to form about it; if not quite infcrutable by 
the human Underſtanding.— The Return of Health 
1s the only Evidence of a Cure. — The Soul, not be- 


ing material, but ſpiritual, its Diſorders muſt be re- 
medied by a ſimilar Medicine, operating in it, 


really, and not figuratively, as a material Medicine 


e in a material Body. 


He, that has ever felt within himſelf the Madions - 
: of Pride, Covetouſneſs, Envy, Anger, Malice, the 
| Deſire of Revenge, &c. knows but too ſenſibly, what 
the ſpiritual Diforders of the Soul are; and, I pre- 
| fume, need not be told, that as long as ſuch remain, 
it is as incapable of enjoying the Happineſs it was at 
firſt created in, as a ſick Man is incapable of enjoy- 
ing the Happineſs of Health, under the Centinnance 


of a burning Fever. 


Tur Scriptures, that teſtify of Japon Cuxisr, FRY 
gin with declaring the miraculous Manner of his 
Birth; and every where repreſent Him, as one en- 
dacowed with very extraordinary Power the Winds 
and Seas grew calm at his Word; Diſeaſes fled at the 
Approach of his Finger; and the Dead, at the Sound 


of his Voice, awakened to Life again. This extraor- 


dinary Perſon declares Himſelf to be, at once, the 
Phyſician and Medicine appointed of the Father, for 
the Reſtoration of Mankind; and bv the above In- 
ſtances of his Power, ſhewed himſelf fully qualified, 
to execute the high Commiſſion aſſigned Him. —He 
worketh by the Omnipreſence of his Spirit; and 


r 
— 


2 


changeth every Thing, into his own Divine Wake 
that is capable of being united with it :—The human 
Soul is capable; therefore nothing is wanting, but to 


give it Entrance ;—Behold, I Hand at the Door and 


Enoch; —The material Sun affords a Similitude of his 


. quickning Power; whoſe Beams of Light (conveying 


Fire or Spirit of divine Original) penetrating into 
the Womb of the Earth, operate Life, and cauſe to 


5 ſpring forth, all the namberteſs Beauties that adorn 
its Surface.—But, ſuppoſe, for a Moment, all Com- 
munication of the Sun with the Earth totally ſuſpend- 


ed; it furniſhes a true, though faint Reſemblance of 


this State of the Soul, that has loſt its Communion 
with the Sun of Righteouſneſs ; which, tho? it can- | 
not, from its own eternal Nature, ceaſe. to exiſt, 


cannot be in a happy State of porn till its Com- . 
munion be perfectly reſtored. 


ALL the Doctrines of Chriſtianity ; are e ed 


| upon nothing elſe, but the Suppoſition of the Nature 
„Man, being ſome how or other alter'd from its 
- firſt created State, and total Inability to recover itſelf. 
Grant that Suppoſition to be juſt {and who that has 
ever ſeriouſly reflected upon the various Infirmities, 
Weakneſſes, and Miſeries of human Nature can avoid 
it?) every Thing they contain will, then, appear high- 
-5>, 0 reaſonable, and juit ; —Prayer, Faſting, and every 
_ other Duty enjoined by the Goſpel, will become, as 


evidently neceflary, as a proper Regimen, for the 


Recovery, and Preſervation of bodily Health :—But 
take away this Suppoſition (as is done but by too 
many, as well among Chriſtians, as Deiſts) ſay, the 
Nature of Man is not changed, but remains ſtill the 

ame, it ever was, then all the Obedience requir'd by 
the Goſpel, will not only appear arbitrary and unac- 
countable; but we mutt neceffarily accuſe the Cre- 

ator, of having made Man at firit, a bad Piece of 

| Workmanſbip, and threatening him with Puniſh- 
ment, for being no better than He himſelf made it.— 
IA Thought, no 0 els | impidus than abſurd! 


105 e rr 
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Ir then Man is fallen, and the Manner of his Re- 
ſtoration be one afid the ſame in all Men, becauſe 
the Evil, that wants to be removed, is one and the 
| fame in all Men :—And, that it only can be effect- 
ed, by the Spirit of Gop, in JEsus CHRIST, operat- 
ins in the Soul of Man, after the ſame myſterious 
Manner, it did, in raiſing up Life in a dead Lazarus; 
And as independently of all human Conceptions and 
Reaſoning about it, as the Operation of the Spirit of 
the material Sun in awakening Life, and Vegetation, 
in the Boſom of the Earth; and can only be rendered 
ineffectual to any Man, by his chooſing, and willing, 
to continue juſt às he is. What have we to do with 
Diſputes, about Opinions, Creeds, or Modes of 
Worſhip? Efpecially, as they are ſeldom to be ma- 
naged, without the Danger of enkindling | / 
nearer allied to Anger, than to Love.—ls not this 
Manner of doing, altogether as ridiculous, as that, 
of the two Neighbours above-mentioned ? If all that — 
We want, is to be ſet free from the Evils that ſept aa 0 
rate us from our firſt Happineſs, what have we to do 
more, than to haſten to Him, who has engaged his 
Word, to do all for us, and more abundantly than 
we can yet conceive; who, ſo lovingly invites ALL, 
and never yet rejected any, that came unto Him in 
the Faith and Language of the ſupplicating Leper: 
LORD, if thou wilt, thou canſt make me clean; —and 
' whoſe Example teaches us to lament, but not to be 
angry with, ſuch, as will not be perſuaded to bear 
us Company, I 


Jam yours, &c, 


| Aber can be only one true Church, tho with two 
Sorts of Members laying Claim to it; namely, the 

Living and the Dead; or the Children of the firſt 
Adam, and the Children of the ſecond Adam the 

LORD from Heaven. 


. 
— — — — 
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; LETTER. II. 


n oa. 55 5 


ccokbl NG to 5 the Concluſion deducible from 
the Premiſes laid down in my former Letter, 


Tux Doctrine taught in this true Church 3 is, hs. 


5 Certainty of the Falf of Man, and his Reſtoration 
through Jxsus Chalsr, not taken 1 in a Hguratnve, but 5 


a literal Senſe. 
Nox E can be effectual Miniſters, « or Teachers, in 


this true Church, but ſuch as have paſſed over from 
the Nature of the Firſt to the Nature of the ſecond 


Adam; all elſe can be but as Gropers | in the Dark, * 


as the Blind leading the Blind. 


Tur Certainty of the Fall of Man, and his Reſto 


ration, not in a figurative but a literal Senſe, may be 
further deduced from the following Conſideration :z= _ 

The Kingdom of Heaven is a Kingdom of Light and IS 
Glory, whoſe Centre, or Sun, is the great inconceiv- 
able I AM, in Compariſon of whoſe Brightneſs, the 

5 SA ee Sun of this lower Orb is but as thick Dark- 

_ nels. 
what was itſelf gen muſt for ever remain, with 
Reſpect to its Duration, like that, it derived its 

Being from, eternal alſo: The Happineſs of its firſt. 
| created State conſiſted alone in its having Commu- 

nion with the great Fountain of Light, who fills all 

Space its preſent and future Miſery in the Loſs of it. 

I The corporeal Eye preſents a Similitude the Eye, 
ſo long as it remains in its firſt formed State, ſees, 


The Soul, originally produced out of 


delights, and has Communion with created Light 


7 but, as ſoon as its internal Structure becomes hurt, or 


1 


altered from that State, its Communion ceaſes; and 


the Sun, tho' it witholds not his light, ſhines in vain. 
Communion of the Soul With divine Ie 
can only be ſupported, and preſerved by Dejire : 

| ſoon as Deſire ceaſes, Communion is no more. Fog 
man Friendſhip affords a ſtriking Proof of this melan- 


E choly Truth. —How this originally pure Defire came 
to ceaſe in the firſt of Mankind, is no Way material 
to be known, tho' not impoſſible to be ſnewn. Let 


it then ſuffice to ſay, it terminated in eating the for- 


bidden Fruit, which, like a Poiſon in the Blood di- 
ſturbed and altered the whole inward Frame and Ope- 

ration of the Powers of the Soul; and generated a 
frightful Brood of Paſſions, that alternately enſlave 


the Man, and diſgrace the Work manſhip of Gop !— 


Divine Communion, therefore, the only true Happi- 
neſs of the Soul, can never be reſtored, but by a 
LE rekindling of the firſt Deſire. This is the high Office 
cot that Off- ſpring of the Father's Love, whoſe Glo- 
ry, for a while, Jay. oblcured beneath the Veil of 7 


Humanity 


PRorkssoks, of every Denomination, of Chriſtia- 

: nity, confeſs to the Truth of Jesvs CHRIST being the 
only Saviour; but do they, every where, take ſuffici- 
ent Notice, that his miniſterial Office began on Earth, 
accompanied with an Admonition from Heaven: Ba 
This is my beloved Son, hear ye Him. Why fo? 
| Becauſe his Words, not like unto human Words,” 


were Life; ſuch as could awaken even the 'Dead. 


But, could ſuch an aſtoniſhing Effect be produced, = 
10 without the Intervention of ſomething, (I will call it 
Spirit) paſſing from the Divine Speaker, into the 
lifeleſs Corps? Who, that feriouſly thinks, can 


doubt it? He continueth ſtill, though aſcended up 
on high, to ſpeak e Words of Life as diffuſively, 


and plenteouſly, he viſible Sun fills the Univerſe 
with Light; ar ereſoever they are received, un- 
cCeaſingly prod. fame wonderful Effects of raiſ- 


ng the Dead 6 = fe———The Children of the 


yy ( 12 >| 
ſecond Adaw - are "PR who, ſenſible of their dead 


Condition, freely open their Hearts to receive his 
Life-giving Words or Spirit, by the powerful Ope- 
ration of which, their Communion is gradually re- 
ſtored; and at length, being wholly transformed. 
into his Image, appear full of Peace and Joy in 
themſelves, and of. Love and Good-will towards 5 
whole Creation. —Suppoſe, for a Moment, that one 
of theſe, influenced by an ardent Deſire of having 
his Fellow- Creatures to partake of the ſame Happi- : 

neſs, he feels within himſelf, ſhould preſume to de- 

_ clare, either privately or publickly, the Manner in 
which, from his own Experience, he knew it was 

5 certainly to be obtained; could ſuch an one be ſup- 


poſed, any more than the firſt Preachers of the Goſ- 


pel, to ſtand in Need of going firſt to the Seminaries 
of human Learning? Or will the moſt learned among 

the learned themſelves ſay, that to be deeply read in 

the Hiſtories of ancient W and 1 ſkilled f 


» 3 % ». * 


1 8 to W T be Ward; f Tits] ? og to return — 


Tux Children of the fr Adam are they, = = 
ſenſible of their dead Condition, not only perſuade 


| themſelves to be alive, but that they are, too, in the 
ſame good State as the Creator made them. They ſee = 
no Occaſion to open their Hearts; or Need to be Reed 
from the Luſts and Paſſions that enſlave them. They 
adopt the Name of Chriſtian; and zealouſſy defend 
the particular Church they happen to be born in; or 


perhaps, with DEEP PENETRATION, have diſcovered 


the whole.o Religion to be nothing but meer Prieft- 


Craft. Theſe may be compared to the ſpoiled Eye, 


which the Sun ſtreams forth its Light upon in vain. 
Ef beſe, deſtitute of that Peace, Harmony and Love, 


which conſtitute the Happineſs ofthe Children of the | 
ſecond Adam, cannot but be ald 'S, 1 in Enmity and 
Strife againſt them, and their Lan de ſo contrary to 


the Experience of theſe, e cannat bi. rer to them as 


S | 


tg) 


EN Effects of wild Enthuſiaſm, and Rant of over- 
heated Brains: whilſt, pleaſed with the fancied Excel- 


lence of their own Underſtanding and Piety, they ſleep 


ſecurely on, till the Knocking of a leſs friendly Gueſt, 
that will not be denied, concludes the Dunn and 


hurries them away with Sorrow to the Grave! 


SixcE, then, there can be no more than two Sorts 
of People in the World, the one living, the other 

dead; and the dead can be made alive only in one 
. namely, by receiving the offered Spirit of Gor, 
in IJrsus CHRIST. (as frecly offered to ALL, as the 
Light of the viſible Sun is offered to all) and that no- 

5 thing but diſbelief, and living according to the vicious 
Appetites of fallen Fleſh and Blood, can poſſibly ſnut 
it out: Why is the Chriſtian-World divided into ſo 
many different churches? It is plain, there can be no 
more, really, than one true Church; becauſe there 


can be no more than one true Way of obtaining Sal- 
vation, with which Way, the Diverſity of Opinions, 


that unfortunately divide them, has no Manner of 
Connexion And why, likewiſe, ſo much Diſunion 
among the Children of one common Father? Does the 
Father equally love the Children, why then, not the 
Children, in Imitation of the F ather, equally love one 


another ꝰ Or why are they not as much at Variance a- 


bout the differing Features of their Faces, as they ſeem 


to be about the diflering Complexions of their Minds? 


Away, then, with Opinions, the deluſive Viſions 
of creative Fancy; and lay hold of Subſtance, the 
Spirit of the Son of Glory: This alone can reconcile 


all Differences, unite us into one Church, and make 


us the true Diſciples of Him, who molt affectionately 5 


laid, if ye love me, love one another. 1 


Þ am, your 5 &c. 


* 
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ready lo far advanced towards its total Deſtruction.— 


I ſhall therefore now endeavour to collect, and ſet . . 
fore the Reader, in one clear View, all chat has been 
pointed at upon that Subject in my two former Letters. 
And though ſome Circumſtances, I may be led to 
mention in explaining the Fall, may not be found ver- 
_ bally expreſſed, in the very ſhort Account given of it 
by Mosts; yet J hope, they will appear as no gnnaty- 


ral Inferences drawn from as much as [ſtands recorded 
by that divine Hiſtorian. 


Tur ALMicnty, having at length completed a new 


: World, out of the Ruins of a Kingdom, once the glo- 
rious Habitation of Angels, concluded his Works, = 
with the Creation of Man, to be his Repreſentative, : 
and Ruler over it. He therefore, all Goodneſs in him- 


ſelf, created him as a living Mirror of his own Perfec- 


tions, and endowed him with Power ſufficient to pre- 
Herve himſelf always in that State. This Power, however, 
Vas dependent upon his Will, which, like that of his 
Creator, in whole Image he was made, could not be 
otherwiſe than free. But that he might not, through 
_ Inexperience of his yet untried Powers, uſe it to his . 
.. own Detriment, he was cautioned ot the Danger, and 

: expreſsly forbidden to meddle with a certain Tree, 
whoſe Fruit was of a Quality, as would, it eaten, un- 
avoidably interrupt the ſettled Intercourſe between him 
and his Creator, and plunge him into a Variety of Mi- 
| fery. In the Day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſure- 
Jy die.” From whence may be ſafely inferred, that 


Adam could not dz fo long as that Intercourſe conti- 


8 Fe Bockrine of the Fall and Redemption of 
Man is the only Foundation that the Chriſtian 

Keligion has for its Support, it cannot be too ten, 
or too ſtrongly inſiſted upon eipecially 1 in an Age, al- 
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nued, nor live after it was interrupted. It is plain, 
therefore, that Life or Death depended entirely upon 
the Determination of Adam's Vill. Of what Nature, 


then, was the Tree; and what moved Adam's Will to 
touch it? The Tes! is called the ** Tree of Knowledge 


. Good and Evil' apparently a Tree of a mixed Na- 


ture; compounded of Good and Evil; and by Know- 

edge is implied ſome eto Senſation, that eating the 
Fruit would open in Adam, which he was quite a 
Stranger to before. But this Tree could not be a ma- 
terial Tree (as is generally imagined ) becauſe Adam 
was told, that he ſhould ſurely die in the Day he ate 
thereof, and yet lived many hundred Years afterwards. 
Therefore the Death he died that Day was a Ceſſation 

of that Life and Happineſs of Soul, which owed its 
Exiſtence to a Dependance upon, and Communion 
with, the divine Fountain from whence it originally 
flowed, by a Turning aſide of his Will, which had hi- 

therto been its Support which Death being a ſpiritual 
Death, the Tree, whoſe Fruit was the Cauſe of it, 


muſt be a ſpiritual Tree alſo, and is only a Figure, 


whereby is expreſſed the Nature of this new World, 
compounded of Goed and Evil, out of that World 
which the apoſtate Angels had ſpoiled ; by Means of 


the evil Part of which they ill maintain an Intercourſe 


with it, and without which Adam had lived as ſecure 
from the Power of any Temptation, as the Angels 
which dwell in Heaven do. —Mosks tells us, Man 
was formed of the Duft of the Ground, and by breathing 
into him the Breath of Life, became a living Soul. 
The Breath of Life is apparently the divine Influx, or 
| ſettled Intercourſe of Happineſs between Adam and 
his Maker; and the Duſt of the Ground a certain Con- 
nexion or Agreement between the other Part of his 
Nature and the Nature of the World he was made to 
live in; ſo that by Means of the Breath of Life he 
communicated with his Maker; and by Means of the 
muſt, of which his corporea! Part was made, he com- 
 Dunicared with the good and evil Part of the World 5 
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without him. —By this faft Communication, he lay 
open to the Power of the Enemy that deceived him; 
nd nothing but thesTEADIN ESS Of his on Will, turn- 
eld cou] towards the divine Inflax, could pottiBly 


preſerve him from being hurt by it. Through bis 
Channel then the fubuil Enemy attacked EVE (the 


_ weaker Veſſel) by infuſing into her Mind Reaſoning's : 
About the Tree, (which already began to Took pleaſant 
To her Eye) and Hopes of becoming Tire wiſe by eating 
ol its Frult— % Ye fhall be as Gods, knowing Good 
And Evil. Evt beard with Admiration, abd longed Hens 
to poſſeſs ſich great Wiſdom ; by Perfuafion, the | 
| brought her Huſband into the Fai Condition. —— 
"This longing effectually hut the Door againſt the Di- ” 
vine Influx in both; nd the Mill became directed 
towards à mew Object; namely the 7reacherous Enemy! 
Whoſe Þurrible Infiux, now taking Place of the Divine, 
immediately ſtirred up in the deſerted Heart of Adam 
the fame turbulent Paſſions, and wild Deſires, as dwelt 
in his own; not only in direct Oppoſition to all that 
he had felt within himſelf before; but in great Con- 
trarlety to each other, in a Manner as is lamentably 
Experienced. by all his Deſcendants down to this ve 


Day. =Confounded and amazed at the horrible 


| Change he now felt throughout his whole Nature, he 
ſought [aſhamed] to hide himſelf from the Preſence 
"of that Being, whoſe Indignation he thought his Diſ- 
obedience had fo juſtly merited. Bur 5 5 5 51 by 
his omniſcient 75 5 the ſhuddering Delinquent ap- 
3 1 confeſſed his Guilt, and bowed ſubmiſſive to 


is Sentence, In the Szweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat 


| Bretd. What Sort of Bien? Why certainly, no 
£3 other Sort than the Perverſion of his own Will had 


repared for himſelf, who could no longer eat the 


f Fra of Heaven, as much the natural Conſequence = 
of rhe Nature df his T ranſgreſſion, as Lofs of Appe- 
tite is the natural Conſequence of a diſordered Sto- 


mach, or as darkneſs is of the Extinction of Light; p 
"hg by, "; Means an arbitrarily inflicted Puniſhment, : 


I 
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the Effect of a ſuppoſed Wrath | in the unchanzeabl: 


Gop; an Opinion, which nothing but the Depravity 
of the human Heart, feeling ſuch a bad Diſpoſition 


in itſelf, could ever poſſibly lead Man into. For the 


benevolent Creator, reproving the T ranſgreſſor 8 


otherwiſe, than with the Tenderneſs of a Father ſeek- 
ing to recover the Obedience of a revolted Child, 


only ſentenced him to experience, for a while, the 
natural Fruits of his own Folly. But to convince _ 
him of his compaſſionate Regard, and undiminiſped 


So Love, comforted him with a Promiſe of providing, mu 
ſome future Time, an efe#ual Means for his Reco- 


very, in the Words of, The Sced of the Woman ſhall | 
5 bruiſe the Serpents Hed becauſe the Serpent was the 


primary Cauſe of Adam's Detection. None I preſume 
need be told, that the ſeed, here ſpoken of, means no 


other than Jesvs CHRIST, who is truly the Bruiſer of 


the whole ſerpentine Nature in Man, by the /ecrer 


Operation of his Holy Spirit i in his al —-At the 


Fulneſs of Time, this promiſed Bruiſer of the Serpent 


appeared, born of a Virgin, to mark his Independency 
of Man, tho* clothed with his Nature; thus joining 


the divine and human Natures together in one Perſon, 
as being abſolutely neceſſary to reſtore the Joſt Com- 


munion between the Creator and created: With his 
buman Nature, communicating with the human Na- 
ture of the fallen Race of Adam; and with his divine 


Nature, - communicating with the divine Nature of 
the Godbead; by this Means uniting both Extremes : 


None knoweth the Father ſave the Son, and He to whom 
the Son revealeth Him. He revealeth the Father to all! 


that come unto Him, by opening, through the Ope- 


ration of his Holy Spirit in the Soul, its original 


Communication with the Divine Fountain. Not 


that it ought to be imagined the whole incomprehen- 


fible Gop, that fills all the Immenſity of boundleſs 


Space, became upon this Occaſion, ſhrunk into the 
ſmall Circumference of a human Body; this were 


indeed an abundantly too groſs (tho' perhaps the ge- 
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neral) Conception of the Incarnation, and not leſs 
wide of Truth, than to ſuppoſe, g Chamber filled with 
Sunſhine contained the 21 Oyerflowings of the grand 
Luminary of the Univerſe. A contrary Suppoſition 
to this, does not in the leaſt injure the Truth of the 
Son's Equality with the Father, I and the Father are 
one; unleſs the Sunſhine in the Chamber cou'd be 
ſuppoſed to be different from, and not one and the 
ſame with the Sunſhine without it: But this, perhaps, 
may be eaſter apprehended ſrom the following Con- 
ſideration An the eternal Godhead are Three eminent— 
ly diſtinguiſhed Qualities, namely, Defire, Will, and 
Power of Manifeftation: The Will, is the genuine 
Off fpring of Deſire; the Spirit, or Power of Mani- 5 
feſtation, a proceeding from both. Thele Three are 
indiviſibly Oze; neither can ſubſiſt a Part from, or 
was antecedent to the other Two. Defire in the 
divine Mind is a fervent Flame of Love, of incon- 

_ ceivable Brightneſs; the Will a Purpoſe to commu- 
Nicate, and the Spirit an Outgoing or Power of mani- 
teſting both. The Son of GOD is therefore the incar- 

nale Will of GOD, produced in the Virgin Mary, by 
the manite eſting Power of his holy Spirit: am from 
above. And again, I came not to do my own Will 
(peaking according to the {mpreflion of his Huma- 
nity) but the Will of Him that jeat me. The Father's | 
Will is the Reſtoration of Mankind, manifeſted in 
the Perfon of Jusus CRS, in whom the «1ndivifible 
- Trinity above-mentioned, in Unity with the Father, 
always ſubſiſts.—1 preſume none can be led to doubt 
the Sufficiency of the divine Agent in the Virgin- 
Womb, who bcholds the endleſs Wonders of Cre- þ| 
ation, that every where preſs upon his raviſked Senfes, | 

or conſiders that for a Virgin to conceive and bare 2 
Sen, is no greater Miracie than the Production of a 

fiſt Man: Nor, I hope, can be offended with the 

Expreſſion of incarnate Will, inftead of incarnate 
Word, ſince the Word of Go is nothing more than 
his ; manifeſted 8 and there fore his Will is his 
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Word. This incarnate Will or Word, through bis 
tofold Nature, holding Communion both with GOD 
and Man, was the only Power found in Heaven or 


Earth able to effect a re. union of the long ſeparated 


Soul with its Creator; and whole divine In Infiuence, at 


his triumphant Reſurrection like as the riſing Sun chat 


fills the moſt diſtant Parts of the Hemiſphere With 
Light) ſpread through all the Ages paſt, as weil as 
thoſe to come, rekindiing the divine Life every Where, 
| and i in every Thing, prepared 10 receive il. 


In a Trinity in Unity likewiſe conliſted the Image 5 


in which Adam was made to bear a Likeneſs unto his 
Creator. The ſame Doe Tre, Will, and Spirit exiſted: 
in his inbreathed Soul, in the ſame Manner as they 
_ exiſted in the divine Fountain from whence that 
Breath iſſued forth, and by a reciprocal Influx and 
Reflux between both, like that of Breathing, the 
divine Union was formed. Whilit this Image ſubſiſt- 

ed, Adam's Deſire was nothing but a fervent Flame of 
Love towards his Creator; from whence ſprung his 
Will to communicate with him, and his Spirit, was 


the Power proceeding: from both whereby that Com- 
munion was effected. 


Ix hath been already obſerved, how this Image, or 


Trinity in. Unity, became loſt. A Trinity, notwith- 
ſtanding, continued to exift in Adam after his Fall, 
becauſe the Soul (being eternal) cannot poſſibly exiſt : 
otherwiſe than in the three eſſential Qualities of De/ire, 
Will, and Power of Maniſestatiean. But it was no 
= longer a Friniey' in Unity; in Which alone Happineſs 
Conſiſts; for, by the Inſpiration of the Arch- © aver 
of his Happineſs, the Flame of Love was extinguiſhed, 
and thereby the Unity broken, and the Trinity difor- | 
__ dered into a Multiplicity of Deſires, from wherice 
ſprung a Multiplicity of Wills, that produced of Courſe 
a Multiplicity of Manifeſtations, each according to 
the Nature of its firſt Deſire. Say, O ye famed for 
Learning, Wiſdom, and Underſtanding, throughout 


8 the Univerſe, whether | als be not truely 1 the preſent 
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aſſuredly determine in the Negative.“ 


no Being can poſſibly communicate to another any 
Thing which was not before in itſelf; and that no Being 


— ?ͤ(A—— 2 


Serpent or Satan 


lamentable Caſe both of Yourſelves and Others and 


let the moſt diſcerning Genius amongſt you all decide, 
whether in Pride, Envy, Anger, Hatred, Malice, Re- 


venge, Covetouſneſs, and all other Sorts of Selfiſhneſs, 
together with the flaming Luſts of Fleſh and Blood (all 


of Which all Men by Nature feel the Power of more or Z 
leſs) any Thing can be diſcovered of the Nature of 


Divine? or whether all, or any of theſe Diſorders can 


poſſibly be thought to have Place, either in the pure 


Nature of the Inhabirants of the Heavenly Kingdom, 
or in the Nature of that tranſcendent Being, whoſe eter- 
nal Emanations convey to all around him nothingbut 
the moſt conſummate Bliſs? His 3 will moſt 


As then, 


(the Supreme only excepted) can continue to exiſt, 
(any more than a Vine plucked out of the Earth) with- 


out having Communication with ſomething that is di- 
_ ftinf from _ If; whence came all the Diſorders that 
_ disfigure the human Nature, and render it ſo unlike 
to an Image ot Gop? Can any other Source be deviſed 
more probable © lan that given of it by Moss, name- 


17 the Serpent or Lucifer 75 in whom the diſordered Tri- 


| 1 (thro' his own Fall in aſpiring to become inde- 


pendent of his Maker) likewiſe ſubſiſts of Defire, Will, 
and Spirit, or Power of Mant; tation. — His Deſire is 


10 deſtroy the Works of Goo > his Will, a Determi- 


nation to effect it; and his Spi rit, a Power of mani- 
teſting his evil Pur poſe. _ Spirit is an inviſible E- 


manation from all Bodies, as well in the Natural as 
and nothing, whether animate or 
inänimate, exiſts without it in 0 0 Degree or Other. 
.—[In Bodies of a like Nature, the Spirits aſſimilate, 


Spiritual World; 


and make a Kind of Union or Agreement —Of con- 


trary Natures, a Strife enſues til the weakeſt is van- 


quiſhed. —By this emanatins Power or Spirit of the 


Adam, by 11 liſtening to his Inſinu- 
ations was. overcome. —Alſo, by the emanating Power 


. (21) 
or Spirit of Chriſt, in every attentive Heart, the Works 
of Satan are overcome--** I came to deſtroy the Works 


of the Devil.“ In this Overcoming, the Trinity that 
was broken is repaired, and formed axzew into the firſt 


State of a Trinity in Unity with the Father, don, and 


Holy Spirit. 5 
Ix this Reparation of the broken Trinity alone con- 
| fiſts the State of Salvation; unto which every Indivi- 
dual of Mankind is equally called by an unlimited In- 
Vvitation, full of the moſt conſummate Love Come 
unto me all ye that are heavy laden, and I will give 
you Reſt,” for “I am the Way, the Truth, and the. 
Life, if any Man enter in by me, he ſhall be 
ſaved. . 
Salvariox then 18 apparently nothing elſe, ns a 
making righteous and holy, by a Reparation of the bro- 
ken Trinity into a Trinity in Unity. If Adam, by actual 


 SCinning, and not by imputed Sin, loſt that Righteouſ- Ale; 
neſs or Holineſs, how can it be reſtored by any Kind 


of Imputation from another, or in any other Way than 
by as actuol a Ceſſation and Deliverance from all Sin and 


Sinfulneſs. Therefore unleſs this Trinity in Unity be 


really reſtored not by Imputation, but by the enkindling 
Spirit of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Soul mult as cer- 
tainly for ever remain at a Diſtance from every Kind 
of Happineſs the ALMIOH Tv has to beſtow, as an ex- 
tinguiſbed Candle muſt certainly for ever remain extin- 
guiſbed, till the ignious Matter in it becomes rekindled 
by the Acceſſion of new Fire.- But be it ever re- 
membered, that it is no more poſſible for this Rekin- 
dling to be brought about, even by divine Power, 
without an Inclination of the Will towards it, than it 
had been poſſible for Adam to be hurt by the forbid- 
den Fruit, without the 1nclination of his Will towards 
it had fir of all led the Way. So that, notwithſtand- 
ing the gracious Purpoſe of a moſt compaſſionate Fa- 
ther, t the Reſtoration of every fallen Man depends as 
much upon his own Will now to admit of it, as the 


Poſſeſſion of LUI firſt TOE depended open” 
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nothing, but his own Will to perſevere in it. „What 


do I require of thec, O May, in order to do thee good) 
but thy Heart?“ —Can the mightieſt Efforts of Logic 
divert 7 5 Mind ſrom ſeeing, that nothing more is 


meant here than the Will. 


If Adam, therefore, 


by a turning aſide of bis Will, loft the Happineſs he 
derived from has Creator, nothing but a turning it 


back agam (which is the Nature of Repentance) can 


de the Way of Recovery.— In this only conſiſts the 
Giving: of the Heart required, and can be no other- 
wiſe given than in and thro? Praver,—Prayer is a warm 
| Effuſion of Soul under a Senſe of its diſtreſſed Condi- 
tion, and Want of a Deliverer, But it is only effica- 
cious when poured out in its c genuine Language, 
Whether it be expreſſed in any Words, or uttered on- 


ly in Sighs and Groans, for be who hears in Secret, 


Waits hot te be gracious till he is addreſſed in pom 
pous Speeches, and elegant Compoſitions.— Jeſus, 
thou Son of David, have Mercy upon me,” was the 
available Petition of the blind Man reſtored to Sight; 1 
| becauſe it was the genuine Growth of an ardent Heart; 
W hilſt the Eloquence of the cold Phariſee met with no- 


thing but Rebuke.—In Prayer, gent is the turn- 
ing of the Heart firſt begun, and, however feeble in 


its firſt Eſſay, becomes | nag and ſtronger by Per- 
| ſeverance. —The Soul, in this State of Prayer, may be 
conſidered as in the State of Tinder, which the omni- 


' preſent divine Fire inſtantly catches hold of, and if not 


withſtood ceaſes not to work in it, till at length the Sport 
(compared in Scripture to a Grain of Muſtard- ſeed) be- 


comesa Flame of the ſame Nature with has which en- 


ELindled it. This is the true Baptiſm and Lord's Supper, | 
whether accompanied with the outward w/e Signs or 
not, and is likewiſe the State of S2/vation and Reconci- 
liation with God, capable, however, of being (thro 
Remifneſs ) loſt again; for as Prayer was the Means "3 
obtaining, ſo is Perſeverance in it the only Means of pre- 


lerving it“ Watch ye therefore, and pray always.“ 


In Proportion as che Soul ceaſes to pray, it turns 


On) 


back avian towards the Dictates of the fallen Nature, & 


whoſe Paſſions and Luſtings can no otherwiſe be kept 
under, but by Faſting, or refuſing to touch the 00d 


that nouriſhes and ſtrengthens them. An Animal 


that is fed, tho? it be ever ſo ſeldom, is thereby kept 
alive; but the Oonſequence of a total Suſpenſion of 


its Food, is certain Death; and in the Soul, is a Death 


unto Sin, and Way to a New Birth unto Righteouſmeſs. : 


By the above Definition of Prayer, Prayer is appa- 


rently the Offspring of Faith.—-All that is required of 


Faith is, to believe that the Soul, through Adam's 


Tranſgreſſion, loſt the Preſence and Holineſs of its. 
Maker, and thereby fell from a State of Happineſs 
into a State of Miſery (as the Body lofing Health, 


muſt of Neceſſity fall into a State of Sickneſs and Pain) 


and that nothing Jeſs than the ſame divine Power that 
created, can releaſe it from that Miſery, and bring 
it back again into the divine Preſence, and that bat 
Power was manifeſted in the Perſon of Feſus Cbriſt.— 
To every Man is done according to his Faith, as well 


1 nov as formerly. The blind Man knew that he could 


not ſee, and all his Faith was that he whom he was 
petitioning could give him the Sight he wanted, it was 
done unto him according to that Faith, tho' he knew 
not the Manner how it was brought about, and much 
leſs, how it was to be underſtood, that his Benefactor 
was the Son of Gop.—;{The Simple-hearted need on- 


ly to be ſhewn the Face of the Clock; but to fatisfy 


the Curious, and convince Infidels, it is needful ta 
lay open the whole Inſide Machinery.) — 
Mors of Faith are a conſtant withſtanding the Im- 
pPortunity of the fallen Nature, to turn alide from 
| the ſovereign Object of its Attetion, with the ſame 
I Steadfaſtnefs as the blind Petitioner continued his 
Requeſt; and like him alſo, to communicate to 
| others the Benefits received, for their Encouragement | 
to come and be help'd likewiſe. In withſtanding the 
Ilmportunity (or refuſing to gratify the Appetites) 
of the fallen w conſiſts the . the OY mo 


The 


of which. is 8 0 often 1 is earneſtly rounded by : 


the great Croſs-Bearer himſelf, Jzsvs CHRIST, to all 
his Followers; without this Work nein this 
Faich, it is @ dead Faith, and of no avail.- 
before · mentioned Faith is in the Power of every Man 
to have, becauſe every Man muſt unavoidably know 


The 


and feel the miſerable State and Condition in which 


his whole Nature an, and that he cannot deliver 
himſelf from it. 
embraces this F aith, and doth the Works belonging 
to it, obtains Salvatiou, as infallibly as the dark Side 
of the Globe becomes illumined when turned towards 
the Sun. But tho? every Man may have this Faith 


Every one, therefore, that 


if he will, yet every Man hath it not; it doth not 


agree with his Ligbt of Reaſon and deep Underſtanding, 
and therefore, being without it, he eaſily excuſes 
himſelf from performing the troubleſome Works 
this Faith requires, ſubſtituting in its Stead, another 
eaſier Kind of Faith of his own Invention, that can 
do him no good: Namely, that Gop made him of 
no better a Nature than he now finds himſelf to be of. 
If ſuch as theſe therefore, living under the Influence 
of a falſe Faith, are not helped, who can they blame 
for it? If a gracious Prince iſſues a Proclamation, | 
to let all his Subjects know that he will beſtow rich 
Preſents on as many as will come to receive them of 


him; is the Prince to blame if any one, through 


Doubting or Diſbelief of his Word, comes not near 
him, and is therefore not a Sharer in the Royal 
Bounty? If ye believe not that I am He (the Sent of 

the Father to do you Good) Ye ſhall die in your Sins, 
and where I go, ye cannot come. The unavoidable Con- 
cluſion therefore is, that if as many as die in Adam 

are not made alive in CHRIST, it is not becauſe 
Cnnlsr rejefts them, but becauſe they rejet CHRIST, 


in not accepting his Invitation of coming to Him, 


through a Diſbelief of their ſtanding in Need of the 
Good He fo freely offers to do them, and that no 
| other Power beſides Him can do. 


— IF. 
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| Sveren yourſelves therefore to be timely alartned, 


O ye deluded * Attempters, to reſtore the ſupreme | 
Worſhip of God the Father Almighty,” by denying the 


Equality of, and Adoration due to, the Son, that in- 


eſtimable Gift of his Mercy, the One only and ever 
adorable Redeemer! For what can it avail you, in 
the Day of his revealed Glory, to have been able, tho? 
in Strains even loftier than Tertullian Eloquence, to 
compliment the Father, and at the ſame Time denying 
the Meſſenger of his Love, in that only Attribute 
which was able to fit and prepare you for an Ad- 
| miſſion into his bliſsful Preſence? How could ye 
| avoid ſeeing it written in thoſe very Scriptures ye. 
appear to have looked through with ſuch a critical 


Eye, That ſpiritual Things can only be diſcerned with. 


ſpiritual Eyes; and that the Wiſdom of Gop is Fooliſh- 
| neſs to the natural Man? Has not your glorious Al- 
| Tempt, with a Noon-day clearneſs, made manifeſt that 
Þ Light Jhineth in Darkneſs, but Darkneſs comprebendeth 
it not? If Man is not fallen, he can no more ſtand in 
Need of a Redeemer than the Angels in Heaven do, 
| whoſtand in their firſt created State. But if he 7s fallen, 
then nothing 4% than a Power, equally as great as that 
| which created him, can reſtore him. The Doctrine 
therefore that denies the Fall, muſt of Neceſſity deay 
a Redemption, and conſequently muſt deny @ Re- 
 deemer likewiſe, and make Gop, the Fountain of all 
'  Godd, to be the immediate Author of all the ſinful 
5 Nature of Man! Yer this Doctrine, frightful A8 it 
appears, is yours, O ye blinded Teachers! tho? : 
_ concealed with a Craft and Subtilty, which nothing | 
but the firſt Deceiver of Mankind could poſſibly in- 
ſpire ! — And if the Times are indeed, as you ſay, | 
« favourable” to ſuch Doctrine, who can ſufficiently 
deplore the Greatneſs of the Calamity !—It is the 


very great Misfortune of ſuch as "oP themſelves big 5 


* Pemoblet hacks publiſhed of that Title, and ſaid to EP dat into the e World 


under a recommendatory Preface, written by the Author of de promiſed New 
Tranſlation of the New Teſtament! | 
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of whick i is ſo often and ſo. earneſtly recommeded by 
the great Croſs-Bearer himſelf, Jzsus Cnalsr, to all 
his Followers; without this Work eee this 
Faich, it is a * Faith, and of no avail. 
before · mentioned Faith is in the Power of every Man 
to have, becauſe every Man muſt unavoidably know | 
and feel the miſerable State and Condition in which 
his whole Nature ſtands, and that he cannot deliver 
bhiimſelf from it. 
embraces this F aith, and doth the Works belonging 
to it, obtains Salvatiou, as infallibly as the dark Side 
of the Globe becomes illumined when turned towards 
the Sun. But tho every Man may have this Faith _ 
if he will, yet every Man hath it not; it doth not 
©. agree with his Light of Reaſon and deep Underſtanding, 
and therefore, being without it, he eaſily excuſes 
himſelf from performing the troubleſome Works 
this Faith requires, ſubſtituting in its Stead, another 
eaſier Kind of Faith of his own nen that can 
do him no good: Namely, that Gop made him of 
no better a Nature than he now finds himſelf to be of. 
If ſuch as theſe therefore, living under the Influence 
of a falſe Faith, are not helped, who can they blame 
for it? If a gracious Prince iſſues a Proclamation, 
| to let all his Subjects know that he will beſtow rich 
Preſents on as many as will come to receive them of 
him; is the Prince to blame if any one, through 
Doubting or Diſbelief of his Word, comes not near 
him, and is therefore not a Shaver, in the Royal 1 
Bounty? * ye believe not that I am He (the Sent of 
2086 es to do you Good) Ye ſhall die in your Sins, 
and where I go, ye cannot come. The unavoidable Con- 
dluſion therefore is, that if as many as die in Adam 
are not made alive in Car1sT, it is not becauſe 


The 


Every one, therefore, that 


Cuk Is T rejecis them, but becauſe they reject CHRIST, 


in not accepting his Invitation of coming to Him, 
through a Diſbelief of their ſtanding in Need of the 


Good He ſo freely offers to do them, and that | no 
other Power beſides Him can do. : 


(25) 


Surren yourſelves thereforc to be timely llarmed, 
O ye deluded * Attempters, to reſtore ihe ſupreme 
Worſhip of Ged the Father Almighty,” by denying the 
Equality of, and Adoration due to, the Son, that in- 
eſtimable Gift of his Mercy, the One only and ever 
adorable Redeemer! For what can it avail you, in 
the Day of his revealed Glory, to have been able, tho? 
in Strains even loftier than Tertullian Eloquence, to 
compliment the Father, and at the ſame Time denying 
the Meſſenger of his Love, in that only Attribute 
| which was able to fit and prepare you for an Ad- Ly 
| miſſion into his bliſsful Preſence? How could ye 
avoid ſeeing it written in thoſe very Scriptures ye 
appear to have looked through with ſuch a critical 
Eye, That ſpiritual Things can only be diſcerned with 
piritual Eyes; and that the Wiſdom of Gop is Focliſb- 
nes to the natural Man? Has not your glorious A. 
| tempt, with a Noon-day clearneſs, made manifeſt that 
Light fhineth in Darkneſs, but Darkneſs comprebendeth 
it not? If Man is not fallen, he can no more ſtand in 
Need of a Redeemer than the Angels in Heaven do, 
who ſtand in their firſt created State. But if he 7s fallen, 
then nothing /e/s than a Power, equally as great as that 
Which created him, can reſtore him. — The Doctrine 
therefore that denies the Fall, muſt of Neceſſity deny | 
a Redemption, and conſequently muſt deny 2 Re- 
deemer likewiſe, and make Gop, the Fountain of all 
Good, to be the immediate Author of all the fin{ mul. -- 
| Nature of Man! Yer this Doctrine, frighttul as it 
appears, is yours, O ye blinded Teachers! * ee 
concealed with a Craft and Subtilty, which nothing . 
but the firſt Deceiver of Mankind could poſſibly in- 
ſpire And if the Times are indeed, as you ſay, : 
„ «& favourable” to ſuch Doctrine, who can ſufficiently 
deplore the Greatneſs of the Calamity !—Ir is the 
vey preg Misfortune of ſuch as gd chemſelves to 


FA. Feet 3 publicbed of that Title, and fald to be font into the World 


under a recommendatory Preface, written by th Author of. We Frameſea New 
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the Study of Divinity, 1 not to audy Nauen but to % 
ſtudy Boos. Books alone can be nothing elſe but an 
Aſſemblage of dead Ideas, ſeparated from the Reot of 
their firſt Objects. -- 
than a Hiſtory of Things natural and Things divine. 
Profeſſors of Divinity, in general, carry their Studies 
no farther than the bare Hiſtory, and therefore ſeldom _ 
reach fo far as even to the Shadow of the Things fig- 
nified. From this Fountain alone flowed forth that 
Deluge of contradictory Opinions, with which the 
| Chriſtian World remains to this Day overwhelmed, | 
and muſt ever remain ſo, ſo long as the poor Victory 5 
obtained by only fighting with Texts of Scripture ſhall 
continue to be looked upon as a Demonſtration of the 
Truth contended for: Weapons as uſeful in the Hands 
of ea Unitarian as Trinitarian : Let us only ſuppoſe _ 
Euclid's Bock of Elements, to be ſtudied after the ſame 
Ml,anner as the Bible by the generality. of Polemic 
Writers is ſtudied, that is, demonſtrating the Trutk 
the Propoſitions, by only comparing or ſetting 
one Part of the Book againſt the other, or with what 
others had wrote upon the ſame Subject, either before 
Or ſince, without attending to the Nature of the T hings 
themſelves from whence they were originally derived; 


The Bible is nothing more 


it will give you a clear Idea of the endleſs Confuſion 
of Opinions, that muſt neceſſarily reſult from ſuch 


_ a fuperiiclal Manner of ſtudying. This is the very 


Cale of the learned Studiers of Divinity They ranſac 


Books without Number, and with ceaſeleſs Toil tra- 
vel back into Manuſcripts of Hebrew, Greek, Syriac | 
and other Writers, a Length of Ages paſt, only in 
Search after Opinions; as tho? Opinions were the 
grand Speciſic able to drive out all the Diſorders 
of the Soul, tho? unable ſo much as to abate the leaft 
Pain of Body; at the ſame Time, quite over-looking _ 
the one Book needful, always preſent with them, 


namely, THE GREAT LIVING BOOK OF 


 THEMSE LVES, wherein alone 'the whole Truth, 
: ey of all — is to be SEEN, F FELT, 
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HEARD, and UNDERSTOOD hut leaving 
theſe indefatigable Gentlemen to pore on in the duſty 


Road they chuſe, J return from this long Digreſſion. 
From what is before obſerved it follows, chat the 
whole Duty of a Chriſtian conſiſts in Three eſſential 
Points, namely, in Faith, Prayer, and gocd Works. 
Theſe Three are always as inſeparably connected and 
zoined together, as a Tree and its Branches with the 
Root. — Faith generateth Prayer, and good Works 
are the Reſult of both.— The two firſt compoſe the 
inviſible or inward State of the Soul; the latter a 
Means whereby that State is maniſeſted unto others. 
This Maniteſtation was the grand Criterion, fixd 
by the Great Judge of the World, whereby his true 
Diſciples were ever to be diſtinguiſhed irom onl 
formal Pretenders, „ by their Fruits ſhall they be 
known.“ Let us for a while conſider Faith and 
Prayer under the Figure of a Tree, Good Works 


as its Fruit, and the "Soul, as the Ground it ſtands 


10-4 it moſt be evident that the Ground (the Soul) 
_ before the divine Fire be rekindled in it, being ſtill in 
the fallen State, the Fruit of the Tree will be Works 


partaking of the ſame Nature, and therefore merely 


Works of Faith, and not yet perfecliy good, but the 
Kingdom of Heaven is however derein t Hand, and 
that when the Soul becomes rekindied with the divine 
Fire, the Fruit of the Tree will be then not only 
Works perfectly Good, but allo Jerks of Righteouſ- 
eſs ; ; becauſe Ric hrecuineſs, by ! Means of the divine 
Fire, becomes re- -cltabliſhed in the Soul. The King- _ 
dom of Heaven is then come. By an earneſt I 
Perſeverance in Prayer, the firſt imperfe& Fruit is 
ripen'd into the excellent Nature of the ſecond; and 


e Tree, becomes a Tree ſtanding in the Paradiſe 
: ot GOD. 


Tris likewife rt from the foregoing, that there 
can be but Orze-only uſeful Sort of Religion lor all 


Mankind, conſiſting in the Exerciſe of che I hiee be- 


fore. mentioned eſſ-otial Points, of Faith, fl The EY and 
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Good Works. — As fallen Creatures, Religion is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, becauſe although it cannot cure, it 


lays a Reſtraint upon the diſorderly Affections and 


depraved Propenſities we feel within us, that would 
otherwiſe certainly lead the Soul into a State of * Fzer- 
nal Death; and obliges us to act quite contrary to 
the Bent af: our natural ſinful Inclinations, which 
leadeth to eternal Life.----But Religion is only a tem- 


poral Buſineſs, and to laſt no longer than till we are 


made fit for a Tranſlation into that glorious King- 
dom, where Faith is turned into FRUITION; Y 
Prayer into PRAISE; and Good Works into aHnOLT 
COMM UNION with SAINTS and ANGELS. 


Ir then nothing can be diſcovered in the foregoing 
juſt Account, on the Part of the ALmcurty CREATOR, 


towards fallen Man, but the moſt campaſſionate Regard, 
and Willingneſs to reſtore him to his original State of 
Dignity and Perfection; how deteſtable muſt that 
. Notion of the divine Goodneſs appear, that repreſents | 
him as 0 willing to reſtore 4 Men, and witholding _ 
his ſaving Grace from many, purpoſely to leave them 
in a State of everlaſting Miſery !----Let us for a Mo- 
ment conſider this amazing Doctrine as applied to a 
Fellow- Creature. Can there be ſuppoſed exiſting in 
any Part of the Univerſe, a Wretch ſo totally dead 
to all Senſe of Pity and Compaſſion, as wiltully to 


ſuffer the Offspring of his own Body to languiſh al- 


ways under any Degree of Miſery that was in his 
Power to help? If not, then muſt we unavoidably be 
forced to conclude, that the Almighty hath endowed 


his Creature Man with a higher Degree of Tender- 


, neſs and Pity than he Poſſeſſes bimſeff: A Concluſion 


5 5 Not a Ceſſation of all ene as ſome have ignorantly imagined, but a 


25 continued Exiſtence void of a Participation of Divine Light, in which alone Bleſ- 
ſedneſs conſiſts; and the Abſence of ⁊obicb conſtitutes the Kingdom F Hell. The 


Soul in that State of Voidneſi, having nothing but the Hein Nature! in it, would even 
in bis Life feel all the Horrors of it, were che y not ſuppreſſed by its Unicn with an ; 
Elementary Body, capable of enjoying a Thouſand Comforts derived from the 
outward Light, Air, and other good Things of the Earth; which in the Death 


of the Body are all cur of, and the Foor eget ened Soul left a Priſoner 5 in Denke 
nee and Woe unutterable | | | OR na ee oy 
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; Miockingly i impious, as well as abſurd! and ſtands flatly 
contradicted by every Thing obſervable of the divine 
( Kconomy, as well in the brutal as rational Creation. 


Nor will the Language of St. Paul, when underſtood, 


as it ought to be, as Telative to the two different States 
of Men, viz. under the Power of the Fall, and under 


the Power of reſtoring Grace, be found to contain any 
Support for this moſt reproachful Doctrine; from 
whoſe Words I chuſe to fingle out the following, as 


they ſeem to afford the Defenders of it their greateſt 
Strength of Argument, viz. He will have Mercy upon 


bom i he will have Mercy; and whom he will he harden- 


eth.—Behold the Sun, the great Source of Vegetable 0 
Life! it cloaths the Earth with Verdure, and alſo burns 
it vp.--But where lies the Fault? Not in the Sun, but 
in the Root wanting Moiſture. Again--the ſame Fire 
which melteth Ice into W ater, hardeneth Clay into 
Stone. Will any one ſay, that theſe two contrary 
Effects are produced by any Sort of Change in the 
Nature of the Fire? The ſame divine Fire therefore, 
that melleth the penitent Heart, hardeneth that of the 
bbſtinate Sinner, but no etherwile than becaule the one 
receiveth the Fire with Meekneſs, and the other ſtrives 
to reſiſt it. —As this ſacred Fire fills all Space; bad Men 
as well as good mult as neceſſarily live in it, as they 


both do in the open Light and Air of this World; 


and the different Effects, produced by it, ſolely ariſe 
from the Difference of their two Wills, and not from 
two different Wills towards them in the Creator, who 
js always fixed and immutable. — As I live, ſaith the 


LORD, I deſire not the Death of a Sinner, but that he 
e from his Wickedneſs and live. Doth the moſt flam- 
ing Advocate for Predeſtination believe theſe Words 


to be the Words of the Gop of Heaven and Earth, 
and yet believe that he doth not always act according | 
to the plain literal Senſe and Meaning thereof ? What 
a flagrant Prevarication muſt he then aſcribe to that 
gracious Being, who elſewhere declares himſelf to be 
without Change or Shadow of Turning; and in ano- 
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ther Place ſays as ann that Man's Deſtruchion 
comet h of bimſelf.— And how infinitely to be abhorred 
are the Opinions of ſuch Men, who, notwithſtanding 
they carry in their own Boſoms the moſt feeling Proofs 
[! - of the fallen State of Man, can preſume to employ 
||| © their wretched Tongues and Pens to deride the glaring 
[| 18 Truth, and turn into Ridicule the ſacred Means of his 

[1 Redemption. Theſe, without a Breach of Charity, 
|| may be pronounced the Enemies of Gop and Man, as 
attempting to rob the one of his Goodneſs, and the 
! other of his Happineſs. | Infernal Preſumption! but, 
2 Day will come, when the Power of Eloquence ſhall : 

5 Fail, and no longer be able to attract the rapturous 
Applauſe of intoxicated Admirers---who ſo much the 
1 more greedily gulp down the luſcious Poiſon, as they 
perceive it to ſet them at Liberty from the narrow Li- 
maits of Goſpel Obedience. May ſuch as theſe awaken 

before wrapt in the Shades of everlaſting Night !--But | 

it is Time to haſten towards a Concluſion; ee e, 
the Reader's moſt ſerious Attention 8⁰ along with the 3 

; following Conſideration. _ 7 OE 

n the World we now live im is «Compound. thro? Rl 

out in all its Parts, of God and Evil, I preſume, no 

Man of juſt Obſervation will heſitate to allow. —That 
Man, 1 a he firſt came forth from his Maker's 

Hands, ſtamped with his Image and Likeneſs, could 

have no Communion but with that Part of the World, 
| Which (like himſelf; was good, is at leaſt reaſonable to 
þ be imagined.— That He is now (whatever Cauſe pros; 
daced the Alteration) like the World he lives in, a 
Wl © Compound of Good and Evil, I preſume, will not be 
11.1 8 denied. Man is compounded of Spirit and Matter. — 

Jo is the World without him. —— The viſible Part in 
both is what is material in both; and are both of one 
and the ſame Nature, viz. Elementary. — The inviſible 
Part, Which is Spirit, is likewiſe the ſame in both, 3 2 1 
5 Eternal. — The Spiritual Part of the World tha K 
good, belongs to, and hath Communion with, the 
| King dom 94 raven, —The Spiritual Part of the World, 
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hat is not good, but evil, belongs to, and hath Com- 
munion with, the Kingdom of Hell. Man, in his fallen 

State and Spiritual Nature, hath Communion with 
both, and may, as long as he continues to be in the 
State of a Compound Being, by the Power and Deter- 
mination of his Will, co-operate with which he pleaſes; 
if with the good Part, he promotes the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven both within himſelf, and without himſelf, amongſt 
his Fellow-Creatures.—lt with the evi! Part, he pro- 
motes the Kingdom of Hell, in like Manner. But as 
ſoon as he ceaſeth to be a Compound Being, (that is, 
| loſes the Elementary Part of his Nature, as in cor poreal 
Death) the Power of Chooſing ends with it, and he 
then infallibly finds himſelf an Inhabitant of hat King- 
dom, with which he co operated during his natural 
Life. — If Things were not ſo, Gop could neither be 
good nor juft. But He is infinitely both, and a faith- : 
ful Rewarder of every one according to his Works. — 
| Thar is, every one poſſeſſeth whatever his own Faith 
and Works have brought forth in him; for every Thing 
| is produced in the Way of Growth, as well in the Spi- 15 
ritual as Natural World, the Ore being only the CF 
pring or Manifeſtation of the other. — As a Blade of 


Graſs is only a Manifeſtation of the hidden working 
Power forming within it. 5 


Tur End of the World will be an eternal Separation 

of all the Good and Evil in it, into two diftinct King 
doms, by a Diſſolution, wrought by Fire, of all the 
Material or Elementary Part which now unites them.— _ 
As the Death of the Body is only a Diffolution of the 
Material or Elementary Part, which held Man during 
his Life-time, united with the World in its preſent 
Compound State. The like eternal Separation will al- 

ſo then take Place between the Inhabitants of o 
Kingdoms, which conſtitutes the great deciſive Day of 


. | final | Fudgment ! a Day, at the Expectation of which 
5 even Devils ſhudder with greater Horror —hilſt 
f =  thoughtleſs Man, tho' born for Heaven, and under the 


Enjoy ment of innumerable Bleſſings, continually flow- 
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ing forth from che laviſh Hand of an all gracious Pro- = 
vidence, allotted. to alleviate the Miferies of a ſhort 


Confinement in the earthly Priſon of a frail Body, un- 


influenced by his Promiſes, and unawed by his Threat- 
_ enings, wantonly tramples upon his Gobdneſs, mocks 
at the Terrors of Hell, and, with unremitted Speed, 


ruſhes beadlong down into that horrid Gulph of end- 
lels Perdition 


HavN Bs 3 to 1 the eu l 


| nh. Love. of Gop, extended to the whole fallen Race of 
| | Mankind, and the eſtabliſhed Means of Redemption, 
from the diſgraceful Notions, that either 1gnorance or 
learned Sophiſtry have framed againſt it, I take a final 
Leave of the Subject; and hope the Reader, by atten- 
tively comparing what has been offered with the ſacred 
Pages, will find himſelf able to comprehend the whole 
Zenuine Senſe of that miſerably tortured Book, as wel! 
as to ſecure himſelf from the Danger of being miſled 
by the artful Gloſſes of 1 ingenious Pens, which, like 
falſe Lights, hung out to deceive unwary Mariners 
in the Dark, cannot fail to ſhipwreck the poor be- 
5 nigbted Soul! It is a divine Life that Man has 1%; 
and. therefore nothing can be ſerviceable to him, but 
tbat which directs him where to look for it a 
5 How far the Tranſlation, which the celebrated Mr K. 
Hakwoop has given the World Notice to expect from 


again.— 


him, is, or is not, calculated to anſwer that End, 


mulſt be left to be determined by the Conſciouſneſs of 
his own Breaſt :—And ſhould the foregoing Account 
of che Fall and Reſtoration of Man appear, either in 
his Judgment, or the Judgment of any other Perſon 
to be wrong, either in the whole, or in any material 


Part of it, it is hoped they will &er long indulge the 


Public with a rational and ſolid Refurarion, "of 


258 60 I am yours, Se. 


4 8 Praiſe Him "Shs whom all Bleflings flow; 
e Praiſe Hint, all Creatures, here below ; _ 
«Praiſe 85 above ye Heav'nly Hoſt; 
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